(3) Technical Assistance Letter(s)

- November 30, 1987
- August 4, 1995

- December 15, 1996
- December 16, 1997
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Tribal ‘CoVernwent. Servites = AR

Pear Mrsi-0rtéz:

h docume ted - pe€1t10n ‘of  the" Steilacoom -has=ba n{gaven a- preilnlnary
revlek o the “Branch :.of Acknoﬁledgment and" ‘Research fot gignificant
omissions cand ohvious- deflciencles as . requlred D ..CER 83.9%(b).
Ste1lavpom pet1 on was ecelved 0ctoher 27 1986_1 Rev1510ns"aﬂd1t1ons
and‘ .

29; .
of -. ,tellacoahA»Acknowledgment Pro1ect
all ot _thesa additional “submissions.

Thls rev1ew takes 1nio “ccount

The. comments; here are meant -to define ag adequately as’posgihle, on ‘the
basis. of  ai ‘xnitial rev1ew, areas wherp there are . slgnzﬁacant om1ss;ons or
deflczencxe ; ition, the’ létter‘has requested
Janme: additional. 1nformat1nn: and vsquested révisions. ‘ $
représentlng .maJor deficlenc1es, wonld, ue’, i ¢

fgefition is. coh51ﬂcred.

1t 4s "important; t6 ‘note .in reviewing the comments h;lf:f that.
petltlon ﬁ ' ly the result of exten31ve
anaiyqes =

V*Delﬁg‘ pr‘
e a,, they afe

. Ql’
:1ncomp19te

B

ﬁnot antlbipatp as fully a8 woéld_ﬂ$ﬁ§tﬁ£sb hﬁi
ons whlqh may arise. We note thai you antlclpatef

proxldlng-
documept

the f1nal etxtlon .of .

a p051t1ve convluélon has been or w.31 he reached on’rne pehitlnn ‘or on:
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the portions of it not d1scussed inthe letter;  Nor does the fact that a

‘petitioner responds tao the _obvious deficiencies review imply in any way..

that the group meets ‘the seven mandatory eriterla by simply- subm1tt1ng

‘additional data. The obv1ous defic1encies raview of the petition nerely’

provides  the petitioner the opportunlty to. submlt additional information or -
clarification prior +to the” actual active: cons1derat1on period, at which

time.. the petition will -be thoroughly reviewed and evaluated to’ determine -

whether the group is entltled to: be acknowledged as an Indian tribe.

.idditional information conceraing the pdlit1ca1 system after the 1870°s
should bhe provided. This is an important’ defic1ency which it is essential
to address. = The present descr1ptzon focuses largely on indirect evidence
with. little direct discussion of internal - exercise of political awthority,-
e.g., how authority was exercised -Qr gained -and” what the internal
political structure &f the - group “was. - To the extent . possible, the
treatment of tribal political authorlty should describe the exercise of
'éuthogity and influence by leaders outside as well as within the context of
medtings, including what kinds of influence and how exercised. Examples’ of
Ehe exercise of such authority include, but are: not necessarily limited to,

dlspute resolution, influence on what is’ considered correct behavior, and
allocation of group resources. Further, how do the leaders compunicate
with and how are they influenced by menbershlp opinion and influential
groups or individuals " within the Stellacoom._: How does political news,
opinion and - influence flow from*- the,membership to the leaders, especially

- outside the context of meet1ngs? ‘Ne note that several important additional
sections and revisions of present sections of the petition are planned,
including more detail about how “leaders . function within ‘and  through
meetings based on-a larger process ‘of mobil1zation of support, development
of consensus, influence on oplnlon, contrml of agenda, and the like.

There are some further questlons the angwers to which would great y help:
elucidate the political system. _ VWhile important these do not represent
significant deficiencies. What polltically signxflcant divisions exist and
how- are they manlfested in the pSlitical process?. ‘Can more déscription: be
provided about the kinds of " politlcal conrllcts that ‘have cccurred and how-
these - have been. dealt with? AsS. a  meéans. of elaborating on political
proceSb;’ can addltlonal descriptien of political successions be provided,
'i;e., ‘the process (beyond simply votlng) wherehy leaders are replaced? In.
describing the. political process,.. can mnore "be. zaid . asbout the rcle of
organizers and of family groups in- the pclxtlcal process9

In addntlon tec these general quest;ons concerning’ the political system of -
the Steilacoom, there .are some addltlonal _more . specific, areas where
,additibnal description and analyses are” ,1mportant 40 strengthen- the
petition. - The descrlptlon of the® 1880's and; 890s" ‘appears to be dependent
‘1arge1y on indirect ev1dence from~the text - of the 1975 petition. Can more
direct evidence be provided on the nature of the meetlngs of this era? Can’
the descr1pt1on of the pre-1900-political system be clarified by indicating
when the Steilacoom came to be: fon51dered a 31ngle political body and what .
' the‘ relationships were. between ‘the local “leaders and apparent overall
leaders- whose names were: cited?.” Hhat were the: functxons of Sam Young and
“John  Steilacoom as leaders in- this era and what was the relationghip
between the two men? »
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3 nd: recent sommunity be pnovidag; SOme ot the
Eions ‘need“to be expanded ‘and- scattnredfrelevant data
8 pulled’ together in a systématic fashion. We understand
*her that ™~ “extensive addltional research "and reviaions-to
theseisectlon3~is@p]anned ‘or-has been- -carried out.

dis Of tiow, and to
) of the modern: day Stellacoom intsp ct.with each
contaxts. Espec1a11y 1mportant are.infor contexts
atherings,; weddings, - fune . 7. 0% This
V«address contact between,. v'\111es and
‘lines .ag  well as within- tham. Please also escribe how
ered ‘a d13t1nct community ‘from non- Indians in the area,
of positlve and negat1ve social distinctions, beyond

! i of the ‘modern. - community should. ificlude a brief: descr:ption
of he kxnds ;of’dlstinctlons and divisions:that: are‘recognized within the
grot : oday, Posaible examples of’ such- d13t1nct1ons 1nolude, -but are. not
' 11y dlstinctions,' geographical distinctigns, pol1t1cal
distinctions resulting fron ‘the  earlier adoptlons and
ithin the. croup.

-.an Indlan group
fo,érlterlon a) are thorough offen extrenel etailed, and
no” imne ately obV1ous def1c1enc1es,_%_ ;»‘ €. . réqu gting:. certain.
materials : 1 Tndikn group for-
certain ; v “eras are . - the 1860 s,'4896‘s, 1900 to’ 1920 and’ ‘the*
4 }of the 1900 to- 1920 discussion. is based on orai reports of
3 f?'he ﬁtellacoom vers reportedly fepresented and:
~_¥We heed further evldence .to document’ and clarlfy
cited matarlals are- not dlrectly relevant .fo’
| g group under cr1ter1oﬁ ai. ] hese include-items which
are essentially internal, -self- 1dent1f3car1on rather than -déntificat1on-by
i 1 it rion"equ1res, and, 1dentitlcation , 1ndiv;auals as-
d : Where™” it -ig ‘not “cléak: whethdr, this: teflects
ddentification -¢f éxistence of the group.
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! © to” evaluate thoroughly the wenbership and enrollment processes of
e .are several very 1mportant questlons which need to be

| & numher ‘of “téchnical questions: have been”
_ ko - these ~questlons w111 greatly “facilitate
processlng the petitzgn when 1t 1s con51dered

Provide .a separate,-written certification of ¢he Steilacoom+ nembershxp roll
statlng thatj A _iaw the group's official rell: The certif1cation should
.c]early Ldentlﬁygthe”roll and be 51gned by menbers of the group s governxng
body >
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Please*”wrav;de dncumen'”ry*sonrce'citatibns that est
for “the 1% amil

note “that a

of . whigh i uple _ : At

some of ‘this “inform or”those fam1lles whosg aarly anceg OF
St ‘ b

not Ste)laéoo 516 _include 7in the desq iptlon
dasqent; by 7 as r

of the 19867roll. " th
jample = filés -rélating to- egagples of ;ndi
sec a1 interact on 6etermined?

Who of those listed.
meet ther requlreme
persons of Ste:llzw

e ‘0fficial, membership roil’ have been determined: to
hhe ,9{5 ~constitut10n which 3

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgment Stl V001 D004 Page 5 of 7



hem again asimemhers- _This
a"family 11ne" by

) -of the'i..
istdty/ dr other
1,_readlly{fvailahle, although:you may w;;
su ich~. wo - {

& Branch . of -Ackno¥ledgment and Reseanch has recelved :the requested
o the taff vill reylew thém i

o nswer ani questiéns you may have’
onld addxtlonal data be" m 5
£ L

Should you have any
. 5 ‘lnformation that has been
do - not hesxtate to: et the Acknowledgment staff at .
write. Bureau of India 'a rs, Bran‘h,of Acknowledgment
ail- Stop 32-SIB, 18th and ‘C §treets, N:VW.. Washington; D.C.

tﬁlé 1etter ,ahd

Sincerelys,
Hazel E Eibert

Deputy tothe -Assistant Secratary -
Indian Affairg (Tiibal: Services)

Enclosures:
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